
 
 

2015 Summer Legislative Report 

NASPO monitored nearly 500 public procurement related bills and regulations across all states and the 
federal government to examine priority areas and trends. Of those, approximately 70 have been signed 
into law or sent to the Governor for signature at press time.  Sources include State Net Bill Tracking, 
which provides the information available in the NASPO Bills and Regs Tracker and information 
reported by tracking volunteers through the Strategic and Intergovernmental Relations Committee 
(SIRC). For a complete look, please visit the NASPO Bills and Regs Tracker, available to members only 

on the NASPO Network under the Resources tab.  

Below is a snapshot of procurement related legislative and regulatory trends that occurred in 2015 
session.  For more information, or to get involved in bill tracking with NASPO, please contact Sarah 

Razor at srazor@naspo.org. 

Small business, economically disadvantage, minority, veterans and other preferences  

Approximately 15 states considered bills related to state preference laws, and three states passed new 
legislation related to preference laws.  

 Maryland House Bill 243 and Senate Bill 350 relate to updating and increasing the 
participation goal for veteran owned business enterprises for structured procurement 
contracts. 
 

 Nevada Assembly Bill 62 revises preferences in state purchasing for a business owned and 
operated by a disabled veteran. 
 

 Georgia House Bill 259 requires that a proportion of the total purchases and contracts or 
subcontracts for property, commodities, and services for the state be placed with Georgia 
resident businesses and small businesses so long as the commodities and services of small 
businesses are competitive as to price and quality. It also provides an exemption from 
competitive bidding procedures for the purchase of new automobiles manufactured by a 
company that constructs or assembles within the state any light duty motor vehicle with a 
gross vehicle weight rating of under 12,500 pounds. In addition, HB 259 increases the threshold 
or competitive bidding from $5,000 to $25,000.  
 

Cooperative purchasing 

Five states considered legislation that related to extending, allowing or authorizing cooperative 
purchasing, but only one tracked bill was approved.  However, Texas passed legislation to limit 

cooperative agreements for certain engineering or architectural services.  

Tennessee House Bill 84 relates authorizes public institutions of higher education and the central 
procurement office to participate in, sponsor, conduct, or administer cooperative purchasing 
agreements with other states or local governments for the procurement of goods or services through 
open competition.  The bill also revises the protest process for challenging a solicitation, award, or 
proposed award of a state contract and revises authorized limitations of a contractor's liability in 

certain state contracts. 



On the contrary, Texas House Bill 3342 addresses interstate compacts and cooperative agreements 
relating to state purchasing.  This measure provides that certain compacts or agreements may not be 

used to purchase engineering and architectural services.  

State Spotlights: Oregon, Hawaii and Arkansas 

Oregon lawmakers recently approved HB 2375, legislation that requires state contracting agencies to 

use a solicitation template to be developed by the Attorney General and Oregon Department of 

Administrative Services.  This move came after lawmakers noted that Oregon had nearly 400 various 

templates in use.  In addition, the bill requires state employees that conduct procurement or 

administers public contract for state contracting agency complete course of education and training or 

have professional experience that meets specified requirements by 2018.  Please watch for a more in-

depth article about this legislation in the September NASPO Bulletin.   

Lawmakers in Hawaii have considered at least 21 bills related to procurement, and approved nine 

measures.  The Hawaii Legislature also passed a resolution that requests the state procurement 

administrator collect information on 21 individual procurement jurisdiction within the states so the 

legislature can examine the decentralize procurement structure and assess staffing, number of 

contracts, contract monitoring requirements and performance within those jurisdictions. In addition, 

the legislature has created a procurement task force to examine construction projects and recommend 

performance standards and statewide process changes related to procurement. In addition,  

The Arkansas legislature also considered at least eight procurement related bills and approved six.  

Some provisions in the new laws will:  

 Regulate fairness in the bidding practices for the construction of publicly funded projects 

 Modify the retainage laws related to design professionals, subcontractors and performance 

bonds  

 Amend the procurement laws concerning the experience required for offerors and bidders 

 Amend the reporting requirements for state procurements 

 Provide for the development and use of performance-based contracts; makes related changes 

 Amend the ethics provisions and require additional reporting 

 Creates penalties for violations of procurement statutes 

 Provide conflict of interest provisions for members and former members of regulated state 
entities and requires disclosure of conflict of interest in a procurement matter 

Other Bills and Trends of Interest in 2015 Legislative Session  

 

 Arkansas, Maryland and New Hampshire passed legislation related to conflicts of interest and 

public information reporting related to procurement ethics  

 Florida passed legislation that requires all U.S. or state flags purchased be made in the United 

States. 

 New Mexico passed legislation to require the state purchasing agent to develop standardized 

classification codes for expenditures. 

 New Hampshire expanded the use of procurement card. 

 

 


